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340 Ver. 2.0 – Financial Aid/Scholarship Policy 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE 
The Des Moines Pool Metropolitan Park District (District) understands that families and individuals due 
to circumstances beyond their control can experience severe financial problems. For this reason, the 
Financial Aid/Scholarship Program was created enabling resident and surrounding communities to have 
access to the pool and programs at a reduced fee. 
  
2.0 ELIGIBILITY 
The District’s Financial Aid/Scholarship program exists for the purpose of helping members through 
periods of financial hardship.  Assistance is prioritized for residents living within the boundaries of Des 
Moines and Normandy Park, WA.  Remaining funds will be allocated towards non-residents.   
 
There are three options for program eligibility: 

 Option #1:  Free or Reduced Lunch Form (Highline School District, Federal Way School District 
or St. Philomena’s) 

 Option #2:  Income Verification Form (Most recent Federal Income Tax Form or Copy of Two 
Most Recent Pay Stubs) 
Des Moines & Normandy Park residents who are applying for the Resident Scholarship need 
only show proof of residency. 

 Option #3:  Proof of Income Eligibility:  Individuals and families must provide proof of eligibility. 
Income eligibility will be determined by showing proof of qualification for, or participation in one 
of the following programs.  

1.  DSHS services approval letter for applicant 
2.  Applicant is a Foster Child  

 
If requested, residents must provide documented proof of residency.   
 
3.0 SCOPE OF FINANCIAL AID 
Qualification is based upon the Household Income Guidelines for Free and Reduced Lunch 
Qualification.  The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) current “Income 
Guidelines” will be used for the basis for establishing the award.  Students that qualify for free or 
reduced lunches may qualify.  DSHS Services Approval Award Letter and Foster Children will be at the 
50% level.  The District General Manager has the right to increase the scholarship amount up to 100% 
based on need.  The tables below detail awards based on qualifications.   
 
Residents of Des Moines and Normandy Park: 
Free or Reduced Lunch HUD Income Guidelines Scholarship Award 
 80-50% of Median Income 50% of program or pass cost. 
Reduced Lunch 50-30% of Median Income 75% of program or pass cost. 
Free Lunch 30% or Lower Median Income 90%of program or pass cost 
 
All Other Scholarships 
Free or Reduced Lunch HUD Income Guidelines Scholarship Award 
 80-50% of Median Income 25% of program or pass cost. 
Reduced Lunch 50-30% of Median Income 50% of program or pass cost. 
Free Lunch 30% or Lower Median Income 75%of program or pass cost 
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The District understands that there are extreme circumstances where individuals and families may need 
additional assistance. Please contact the Mt. Rainier Pool at (206) 824-4722 for more information. 
 
4.0 FUNDING LIMITS 
Scholarships are dependent on funding availability, and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis 
subject to the rotation policy set forth below. See policy section for individual and family funding limits. 
Funding is allocated annually and distributed seasonally as follows: 
 

Season % of Funds Available 
Winter/Spring (January – May) 25% 
Summer (June – August) 50% 
Fall (September – December) 25% 

 
Families that apply must comply with the requirements set forth below.  Failure to do so may lead to the 
termination or lack of eligibility for aid.  Anyone interested in this program may stop[ by the Mount 
Rainier Pool and pick up an application or download from the Mount Rainier Pool website 
(https://mtrainierpool.com/scholarships).  If you have any questions, please call (206) 824-4722.   
 
The District’s goal in the Scholarship Policy is to administer a Financial Aid/Scholarship program in 
which access to the Mount Rainier Pool and programs are available to the entire community regardless 
of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, or disability.   
 
5.0 OTHER 
 All adult (18 & over) of household must provide proof of residency (driver’s license, utility bill).   
 All fees are due at the time of registration. (No class spots will be held). 
 Incomplete forms will not be accepted.  Process will start once form is completed.  
 A new form must be submitted each year to qualify for financial aid.  Groups and organizations are 

not eligible for scholarship but may qualify for a group discount.  
 No more than 10% of program space will be given to financial aid participants and only if 

scholarship funds are available. 
 Scholarships will be awarded on a rotating schedule to minimize the potential for exclusion of any 

applicant. 
 Scholarships are only for programs at the Mount Rainier Pool, and cover swim lessons, swim 

passes, and water exercise.  
 Swim lesson and water aerobics classes must have space available 
 Scholarship request forms that are mailed or dropped off at the Mount Rainier Pool will not be 

processed until an appointment is made with the Aquatics Coordinator.  
 All swim lesson registrants are required to perform a free swim test.  Please call the pool to setup a 

swim lesson test. 
 The District General Manager of the Des Moines Pool Metropolitan Park District reserves the right 

to award up to 100% on swim scholarships 
 The District General Manager will mediate any disputes over Scholarship Awards.  
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6.0  APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
1. Complete the financial aid application form which is available on the Mount Rainier Pool website 

at www.mtrainierpool.com/scholarships.  Return the completed form along with all required 
documentation to:   

Mt. Rainier Pool 
22722 19th Avenue South 
Des Moines, WA 98198 
 
 

2. Upon receipt, the Aquatics Manager or Aquatic Coordinator will review the application and make 
a decision of approval/disapproval and if approved, the percentage amount of financial aid to be 
provided. Aid provided will be based on many factors including, but not limited to, family size, 
family income, other types/amounts of aid received from agencies and other extenuating 
circumstances. Another consideration shall be the number of applicants for financial aid.   

3. Applications for financial aid will be notified within 10 business days of receipt of completed 
application, including all necessary documents, as to the grant status.   

4. Upon approval, applicants may register for programs through regular District registration 
procedures.   

  
Financial aid is valid for one calendar year and a new application must be submitted each year.   
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